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A one-man institution 


THE death of a dedicated Itterary figure 
like Muhammad Tufail, editor of A/uQocth. 
would have engendered a keen seose of 
loes In our literary ctrcles at any time but 
what adds poignancy to it i$ the suddenness 
' of the tragic event and the fact that Mr. 
Tufail haa left the seene when he was so very 
actively involved in his'literary pursuits. 
His extraordinary career as the publisher and 
promoter of a periodical that has acquired 
a singular position reached its high water- 
mark with the production of a 13-võlume 
Rasool Number~a truly monumental work. 
This outstanding labour of love and devotion 
earned him a Sitara-e-lmtiaz and a Hijra 
Award last year. He was lately reported to 
have been busy planning a Quran Special on 
a similar pattern at the Seerat Number which 
would have been an equally great contribu- 
tion. To complete this unfinished work 
will undoubtedly be the best homage one 
can pay to his remarkably inspired and 
noble spirit and the mo st appropriate prayer 
for the departed soul. 

The new path blazed by Nuqotah in 
taking out voluminous Special Numbers on 
various aspects of Urdu literature and 
literary personalitiei reprešents an immortal 
contribution by Muhammad Tufail who 


will be remambered with great affection and 
admirstion for hii dedicated servicc to our 
literary joumalitm. By his untiring effortt 
and singleminded determination he added 
a dimension of respectability and per- 
manerwe to the genre of periodical literature 
which is generally supposed to beof apassing 
character. Whethei it pertained to Shakhsiat 
(personalities) or Maktoobat (letters), literary 
encounters of epic proportions, ghazal 
selections or short stories, Nuqoo^ under 
Tufail s competent and Creative ediior- 
ship presented a wealth of varied hnd weli- 
chosen fare rarely found elsewhera. Mr. 
Tufail s indefatigable encrgy, disarming 
humiiity and persuaiive charm worked 
wonders for the magati ne he editod for 
nearly 35 years. Thesc qualities were atso 
instrumantal in providing an effective 
vehicie of literary expreision for many 
writers of the contempor^ry times. He has 
left behind an admirable record of creativity 
and dedication in the service of Urdu literary 
journalism—a tradition which deservet to be 
carried forward if newer possibilities in this 
field have to be realised and the base of 
populist literature strengthened. 


OAWN KARACHI 
July 6,1986 


LITERARY ROUNO-UP 

MOHAMMAD TUFAIL 
THE LEGEND THAT WAS 

By Ariel 


With the passing away of Moham- 
mad Tufail—alias Mohammad Nuqoosh 
-Urdu literature has lost one .of its 
most luccessfui publisher-editors. 


Mohammad Tufail was one of thoH 
publishers who kept himsalf ewiy from 
the new trends of literature from sixtiet 
onwards. For him it waa the tstablished 
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writer or poet who could be approached for 
contributions to his ieurnal. Nuqoosh is 
one joumal which has published number 
after number. 

Mohammad Tufail was the kind of 
editor who wanted to be sure of the dur- 
ability of a writers* reputation befoie 
deciding whether he could be considered 
for the honour. He didn't pay much atten- 
tion to 'modern' writers of the ‘60$ who are 
now occupying the 'front' seats. Nuqoosh 
was more for a worid which was sought to 
be elbowed out by the wind of change. 
Yet, he put up a grand fight. 

Dovoted 

For the last few years he devoted himself 
to Rusoot Number which extended his area 
of interest as well. He was a perfectionist. He 
hardly touched a theme without the thought 
of gaining immoitality.. 

During the last days of his life, as he 
wrote to me in a letter, he was a bit unhappy 
over not being invited to the Golden Jubitee 
Conference of the Progressive Writers held 
in Karachi in April '86. He wrote to me that 
"Nuqoosh has always stood by the Progres¬ 
sivas and it really pains me to note that it 
was so easy for the organisers to forget me." 

This is oniy one side of Mohammad 
Tufail, the editor of Nuqoosh. which had 
the distinction of being edited by Ahmed 
Nadeem Qasmi and Hajra Mairoor in its 
early days and it goes without saying that 
the character of Nuqoosh changed in the 
porcess. 

Nuqoosh was more a research-schoiars' 
iournai as far as its prose section was con- 
cerned. Hardly any modern or modernist 
writer has ever appeared in Nuqoosh. 
Mohammad Tufail didn't liKe the idea that 
any writer of eminence should have got 
his share of eminence without Nuqoosh*s 
helping händ. 


One hopes that his son, Javaid Tufail, 
wouid keep the torch buming. It it only 
befitting that Mohammad Tufairs memory 
should Iive on. Young Javaid Tufaif could 
make his stamp felt by bringing this maga- 
zine in line with modern taste and making 
its pages available for the new writings which 
wouid be reckoned as a departure from the 
classical or neo-classical character of the 
magazine. 

There is no doubt that the contemporary 
seene of our literature i$ dominated by 
Progressive and liberai writers, and there is 
hardly any joumal—inciuding Mushfiq 
Khwaja'$ 'Asloob'-which doesn't confirm 
this impression. Even the Government of 
Pakistan's 'Urdu' monthly, being edited by 
Kishwar Naheed doe$n't ignore the ruling 
trends. 

'Afkar' is aiso a Progressive periodieal 
as most of its writings represent the healthy 
trend which respeets change. Literature is, 
in the final analysis, an intellectual aetivity 
of identifying the thought-processes of 
writers embraeing, opposing, or ignoring 
change itself. And, it is only those writers 
who move from one triad of diaiectical 
movement into another who testify to their 
existence as relevant to a period. The others 
recede into the shade and render themselves 
inconsequential. 

Nuqoosh has performed a very important 
Service. It has tried its best to preserve for 
u$ some. meaningfui interaetions with the 
classics, and it has upheld those contem¬ 
porary attitudes which look down upon 
change and ara reverential towards it. It 
means that the joumal tries to steer itself 
clear of experimentalism while sticking to 
healthy notions of life and literature. 

I do not want to go into details of num- 
bers, but no library could afford to be eomp* 
lete without Nuqoosh's Numbers. Had others 
competed with Muhammad Tufail in this 



onerous task, it would have been possibte 
to compare his contribution. At th« moment 
there is no ono except Muhammad Tufail to 
undertake a work of $uch a gigsntic pn- 
portions. He did it with a lot of gusto. Some- 
times his contemporaries fell foul of him on 
this sean, but he kept his cool without 
cartng whether others took his indifference 
as casually as he would have liked. 

What could be the best wav of honouring 
his memorv is a simple deciaration from the 
Government that Muhammad Tufail's views 
on the sustenance and promotion of litera- 
ture, along with his solid opposition to moves 
requiring writers to obtain NOCs in the event 
of their official visits to foreign eountries, 
have been upheld. It is not meretv honouring 
his dead body with floral wreaths whtch 
tnatters, but honouring his endeavours for 
a completely independent literature which 
deserved acceptance and implementation. 

I know from my few contaas with him 
that he held the cause of literature very dear 
to his heart. One may not agree with his 
views on eertain issues, but it is not impor- 
tant compared with the intensity with which 
he believed in the inalienable right of writers 
to express themselves. 

So, the loss is all the more. Someone who 
could achieve further heights of glory has 
gone. Quite a few classicat poets needed Nu- 
qoosh's attention. After all, it is not only 
Mir, Ghalib, Anis and Iqbal who merit our 
attention. We haven't had any contemporary 
evaluation of many important poets and 
writers and the bodies which were supposed 
to be looking after this particutar field are 
engroEsed in contemporary literature and 
writings. 

It is with this feeling of regret that we 
would have liked to see Mohammad Tufail 
continue his labour of love in the same 
mtticulous manner with which he under- 
took all the assignments. 


Transi ations 

Ar>war Enayetullah is a wellknown writet. 
He is known for dramas, short stories, music 
eritiques, theatre and some translations. He 
has been in the field for more than four 
deeades and there is no doubt that he was 
more popular in the fiftees and early ‘60s 
than at present. Tht reasons could be many 
but they were not convincing. 

It is perhaps his emergence as a free 
lance writer in English that sapped his 
Creative energies in Urdu. The more he wrote 
in English, the more he distanced himself 
from Urdu. It is difficult to remain a bilingul 
writer in Pakistan. A time comes when one 
finds constrained to meeting those obliga 
tions which bring in money, along with the 
kudos. That's virfiy the Urdu output of some 
of our well-known writers in the English 
language has either eome to a grinding halt 
or is on the last leg of a Creative spurt. It 
is the writers alone who could judge whether 
they have benefitted more or their rcaders, 
But in the case of Anwar Enayetullah, I 
could say with a bit o( confidence that he 
by choosing to translate Urdu and other 
Pakistani languages short stories didn’t 
allow his Creative faculties to dwindle. 

Not much of Urdu-or for that matter 
other languages’ literatures-has managed to 
elieit attention of English readers and there 
is hardly any learned body which has devo- 
ted its attention to this task. Our neigh- 
bouring country—India—has fared better in 
this regard and there is hardly any good 
work in any of its national languages which 
has not found its way in other languages 
particularly English. Some of ihe well¬ 
known Indian writers are bilingual, They 
express themselves in English with as much 
ease as in their own mother tongue. English 
-in spite of the growing number of English- 
medium schooli-is however, heving a leen 
time in Pakistan and the leed hai gone, in 
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th« process, to those writers whose cotn- 
mand of Engiish doesn't oompare favour- 
ably with their command of the indigenous 
languages, with the result that it is quite 
seldom lt)at we oome across writers compe- 
tent enough to undertake the task of trans* 
lating their own work—much less others' 
Work. 

Anwar Enavetullah's collection of trans- 
lations of Urdu stories—This AIso Happened 
—comprising 18 stories is a good work in 
that a short story writer of repute has (ent 
his Creative faculties pressed into service for 
others. He has translated stories-one each of 
Ahmed Madeecn Qasmi, Akhtar Husain 

Raipuri, Amar Jaleel, Artwer Enayetutlah, 
Ashfaq Ahmed, Azia Ahmed, Ghulam 

Abbas, Ghulam Rabbani Agro, Hajra 
Masroor, Intezar Husain, Khadija Mastur, 

Masud Mufti, Naseem Kharal, Qudrutullah 
Shahab, Saadet Hassan Manto, Sayyed 

Anwer, Shafiq-ur-Rehrnan and Umrao 
Tariq. 

Apart from the fact that some other 
short story writers could atso lay their 
claims for inclusion in this list it is aiso in 
the realm of possibilities that some writers 
might have been left aut not because they 


were singied out for the purpose, but for 
the simple reason that their representative 
work was not accessibie, 

Anwer has done a good job. A$ I went on 
reading and re*reading these transiations, 
i realised that it is exactiy endeavours like 
these which are needed all the more. Some 
of the short stories of Urdu and Sindhi 
compare favourably with most languages 
of the World and that's why lõng before 
transiations from Urdu poetry could ctick 
with foreign readers, the short story had 
created a room for itself. 

Anwer's transiations have appeared in 
New York's quarterly magazine Short Story 
International. Some important Indian publi- 
cations have aiso inciuded Anwer's trans¬ 
iations. One wonders why Anwer doesn't 
undertake more translations-preferably of 
some novel$- 7 and go down in the history of 
our language as some one who did his best 
to share the charm and candour of some of 
our best pens in the field. 

EDITORIAL 
DAWN KARACHI 

.luly 10,1986 
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Ah; Icy händ of death, 
snatched frotn us, 

A man of excatlence, 
whom the lips of eminenoa, 
used to kiss and buss. 


Ah: A paari of litaratura, 

A cherisher of knowladga and ken, 

A protactor of Prestifl» P**'» 

A stgn of nobility, 

A mark of capability. 

In a mood of exaiparation, 

Oepartad, showing indignation, 

To tha aphemaral worid - 
VVhich is meant to baguile 

The man of understanding-imbacila. 


0; Vou liwing in the chambars, 

of Divine lights and Juxtaposition, 

The pangs of your separation, 

Maka our hearts and souis puliate. 

We see towards you, 

With yearning wishes and wistful eyet, 
Comeback: if youcan, 

But tn reality, 

You cannot revert to this locality, 
Defying Protridential Decree, 

ONLY your flemembrance, 

Wilt ameliorate and ambalm, 

Mv injured heart and wounded loul. 
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